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Thank you Chairperson, 
I, on behalf of the Boro Nation, would like to make this statement on the 
prevailing situation related to Indigenous Boro People's territory, land and 
natural resources in this August Forum. 
The Boro people of present state of Assam in North East India is the 
earliest settler belonging to the Indo-Mongoloid ethnic group. The 4 
million Boro people are today in verge of total extinction and loosing 
control over their ancestral land fast to the outsider due to government's 
discriminatory policies since 1950s. 

The Protective and Promotive Laws and measures of the country meant 
for the tribal peoples of the North-east India such as Sixth schedule, 
Reservation, Tribal Sub-Plan, Inner Line Regulations, the state land Acts 
to prevent alienation of tribal lands have so far miserably failed to do any 
good to the tribals due to the inherent defects in them. The governments, 
both Union and State, have never bothered to honour Accords or 
Understandings etc., signed from time to time in respect of various 
problems of Boras. The result is a serious threat to the very existence and 
identity of the Boro Indigenous peoples of the North-East resulting in turn, 
into growing mass movements which have been termed as "Secessionist" 
or "Terrorist" and the like by the government. 

The administrative and legal systems of the country do not recognize 
community ownership and tribal customary laws, which makes easy for 
outsider to encroach the lands of indigenous peoples. The land rights of 
the Boro and other tribal groups was protected under the Sixth Scheduled 
of the Constitution of India and amended chapter X of Assam Land and 
Revenue Regulation of 1886, according to which 33 Tribal Belts and 



Blocks covering 5,704 Sq. miles were constituted. But despite these laws 
being in force, illegal occupation and transfer of land by the non-tribals 
within the tribal Belts and Blocks and in the Scheduled areas continued. 
This has further been eroded recently under the induced Memorandum of 
Settlement between the Government of India, State of Assam and Bodo 
Liberation Tiger Force in 2003. it provides that" any Indian citizen shall 
have equal rights over land" in the Boroland areas. Thereby negating the 
protection provided under the Sixth Schedule and exposing the lands of 
Indigenous people. The Settlement reduced the Boroland territorial 
Council to an instrument of decimation of the entire Boro nationality. This 
has neutralize the very spirit of Tribal Belts and Blocks which was created 
to safeguard the Boro and other Indigenous People's land. It has also 
recognize the land rights of illegal settlers who encroached upon the Tribal 
Belts and Blocks over the years. 

The symbiotic relation of Boro people with the nature have been shattered 
by the so called development projects and activities. It has been estimated 
that more than 1700 Sq. km. of forest area in the North Eastern region 
were lost in eight years from 1974 -1982 representing an annual 
depreciation of 2418 Sq. km. of forest. It has been reported that about 100 
plant species of these region also are facing extinction causing ecological 
imbalances. 

Madam Chairperson, how these problems are going to be solved without 
gaining political empowerment, right of self-determination. Without total 
autonomy, our freedom and pride, our rich cultural heritage in the 
Boroland can not be protected. The rich biodiversity of the region, the 
territories, the land and natural resources- nothing is safe under the 
present political system and even more threatened in the New Economic 
policies of the forces of globalization. 

Boro Women's Justice Forum would like to make following 
recommendations, 



To develop urgent mechanism to recover the alienated lands of 
Indigenous Boro Peoples from the clutches of the non indigenous peoples 
in Assam and to ensure the restoration of all the Tribal Belts and Blocks 
created for safeguarding the Indigenous Boro and other Tribal Peoples in 
the region. 

Boros should be given political rights by creating separate homeland to 
establish their own distinct identity and explore rich cultural heritage. 

To ensure the free, prior and informed consent in all proposed 
development programs affecting the Boros and other indigenous people's 
land and territories in the region. 

Thank you Madam Chairperson for your kind attention. 


